Text S1 Additional model results. The best model results with a variable w and observations made by Janssen et al. (2010) show similar dynamics in all rounds and for all treatments ( Figure S2 ). The biggest deviance between model and observations occurs in the sixth round of the treatment NCP-CP, when the model underestimates resource growth at the beginning of the round. Despite the simplicity of the model and despite a fixed parameter set for all rounds (except for the parameter w ) the correlation between simulated and observed data is remarkably high. A linear regression confirms this finding with r 2 = 0.97 ( Figure S3 ). The corresponding simulated total harvests ( Figure S1 ) for the different treatments approximate the pay-offs the users realized in the laboratory experiments. It is notable, however, that the spread of the experimental data indicated by the error bars in Figure S1 exceeds 100 N for all treatments with H tot > 300 N. Strong variability in the cooperation of users in replicates of this simple experiment is, thus, common and suggests that the influence of individuals in small groups, here consisting of only five people, may be considerable. On the contrary, the model simulates the dynamics of an average group of users realizing an average pay-off and does not account for the variability observed in corresponding rounds with identical treatment in the experiments.
